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For Immediate Release 

July 11, 2022 

 

Highland Park (IL) Mayor Nancy Rotering, Police Commander 

Chris O’Neill Attend Commemoration of the Signing of the 

Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 
 

Highland Park, Illinois – Nancy R. Rotering, Mayor of the City of Highland Park, 

Illinois (City), and Police Commander Christopher O’Neill joined Illinois Governor J.B. 

Pritzker at a White House to mark the historic achievement of the signing of the 

 on Monday, July 11 at the invitation of President 

Biden. The Act is a commonsense, bipartisan proposal to protect America's children, 

keep our schools safe, and reduce the threat of violence across our country. The event 

was attended by elected officials and gun safety advocates from around the country, 

including a number of local leaders who have demonstrated leadership at the local level 

following acts of gun violence in their communities.  

“Governor JB Pritzker, City of Highland Park Police Commander Chris O’Neill, and I 

had the honor of speaking one-on-one with President Biden before the event,” said 

Mayor Nancy Rotering. “President Biden agreed with us that the Act is a first step to 

reducing the carnage, diminishing the fear, and alleviating the suffering of the 

American public – but we need to do more. The conversation regarding Second 

Amendment rights needs to return to a point where common sense prevails and our 

values are reflected. The safety and security of the American people cannot wait. While 

we cannot eliminate every threat, we do have the ability to take action and eliminate 

weapons of war from our neighborhoods. 

We will not be defined by the 309 mass shootings in 2022. Guns are the number one 

killer of children in the United States. As the Mayor of Highland Park, I am horrified 

that our town, like so many others, has been added to an ongoing list - a list that should 

not even exist. We need a Federal Assault Weapons Ban. Combat weapons have no 

place on our streets. It is time for Congress to bring back our nationwide ban on assault 
weapons and make it even stronger.” 

In the week since the devastating tragedy at the Highland Park 4th of July Parade, 

the City has worked collaboratively with other governments, local organizations, 

faith communities and other community leaders to provide a victims-first response 

that balances the needs of all who were impacted by the shooting. The immediate 

http://www.cityhpil.com/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Bipartisan-Safer-Communities-Act-SAP-1.pdf


emergency response was coordinated by Commander Chris O’Neill, who then 

assumed responsibility for the incident investigation, working in partnership with 

Chief of Police Lou Jogmen, the Lake County Major Crimes Task Force, the FBI, 

and law enforcement agencies throughout the state.  

 

Commander O’Neill, a graduate of Highland Park High School, has served the community 

for more than 30 years. “His strong leadership was critical to the organization of a rapid 

response which, ultimately helped to set a course for a thorough investigation of this tragic 

event,” said Chief of Police Lou Jogmen. “His wealth of experience, care for his community 

and utmost professionalism ensured smooth collaboration between field and command 

teams and the City’s operational management.” 

For more information about support services for victims of the July 4, 2022 tragedy 

in Highland Park, visit hpstrong.info.  

 

For information pertaining to the City of Highland Park’s ban on semi-automatic 

weapons and large-capacity magazines, visit cityhpil.com.  
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